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From the Pastor June, 2011

Because of my recent trip to Israel, today when I wake up in
Easton, I am very much aware that in Jerusalem, people are
preparing for afternoon prayers (time depends on the
sunrise/sunset schedule). Throughout the city, the sounds of
intoning and voices lifted to heaven are very noticeable. The
sounds of prayer are one of the memories I carry with me from
the trip.

Christians for Fair Witness brought twelve people to Israel as a
‘fact finding’ trip. We met with over 20 people with
perspectives from both Israel and Palestine. For me, questions
remain about the Israel/Palestinian conflict but what really is
needed for people of different faiths to learn to respect and live
with one another. My memories are filled with committed
people who love their land and love their God from both sides of
the controversial fence.

The group had a little bit of time to see some of the historic and
inspirational sites in Jerusalem and Bethlehem. I was moved,
not by thinking ‘in this spot Jesus was born’ but thinking
‘within a few miles from where I am standing, Jesus lived his
life! As I write this, one week after my return, I am still
processing the experience.

A few things I know for sure. Our God is a gracious God who in
love for God’s people has blessed us so richly. Specifically for
Christians, we have the knowledge of the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ! We are given various gifts to foster
and share the love we are given. One memory of Israel was
when I was standing in what might have been the shepherd’s
field. Itis the only green area near Bethlehem where animals
could have gotten their nourishment. In that field, a bunch of
ragtag, willing workers heard the voices, like prayers from the
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sky, “Glory to God in the highest heaven”.

They heard about love and through their journey discovered
this new found king.

2,000 years later, in Easton, in Pen Argyl, in Bethlehem
(Pennsylvania, that is) and in areas near where our church is
planted, we continue to seek, to journey, to praise, to discover,
to share, to disagree sometimes and even to pray! What
beautiful sounds we make when we do all with Christ written on
our hearts!

Pastor Sue

Dear Vicar Jason,

On behalf of everyone at St. John’s, we would like to thank
you for your time of service this past year as Vicar. We
watched you grow, we benefited from your teaching us, we
laughed as you were ‘Timmy’ in the Pew and how the children
loved when you gave them candy at the time of the children’s
chat.

We can only wish you well on your next step in the process of
seminary education. We thank you for your time spent with
us.

St. John’s members and friends



A ‘Switcheroo’ from the organ bench........

Our worship in June celebrates Ascension, Pentecost and Trinity. Liturgical
musicians tend to be especially sensitive to the Spirit, thankful for that presence
which surrounds, supports and guides our musical offerings within the church.
The Spirit also seems to lead this particular musician down the path of hymn
puzzles. Below is a ‘switcharoo’ whose final answers to the 2™ clues reveal the
gist of a lovely Pentecost hymn refrain. After answering Clue 1, switchout one
letter from Answer 1 with the new letter indicated under “Switch”. Then,
rearrange those letters to answer Clue 2. If you need any hints, please ask!

Clue 1

skunk décor

noble blood (archaic)
feathered hoot singers
uncompanionable
coming up short
washed Maundy Thurs
most mature fruit
indefatigability

Judas & other rodents
countryside paintings
look-alike

Peacemaker activity

Answer1  Switch  Clue 2 Answer 2
i hobgoblin
n  kind tenderness
b relieve stuffy nose
w  boondocks
| “Avon ”
r unfettered
i vital spark
S antsiness
i rock the cookie dough
i stillness
d breeze
a briny deep

May the Spirit guide you through these clues and be with you throughout the many

days of the season now upon us!

Jessica Madow
Director of Music



Daily Bible Readings

This list of Bible references is offered as an aid to your daily devotions.

1. Acts 17:32 - 18:11
2. Ephesians 1:15-23
3. John 8:21-30

4. Psalm 93

5. Ascension of Our Lord
Acts 1:1-11

6. Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24
7. 1 Kings 8:54-65

8. John 3:31-36

9. Numbers 16:41-50

10. | Peter 3:21 - 4:11

11. Exodus 19:1-9

12. Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21

13. Joel 2:18-29
14. Ezekiel 39:7-8, 21-29

15. John 7:37-39

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Numbers 11:24-30
Romans 8:14-27
Psalm 104:1-9, 24-35

The Holy Trinity
Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a

Job 38:1-21

Job 38:34 - 39:4, 26 - 40:5
John 14:15-31

| Kings 8:10-13, 22-30

| Corinthians 12:1-13

Psalm 29

26.2" Sunday after Pentecost

27.

28.

Jeremiah 28:5-9

I Kings 21:1-6

| Kings 21:17-19

28. Genesis 24:1-27

29.

30.

Matthew 11:16-24

Jeremia®1811-37-39



St. John’s Book Club!

Usually we meet the 2" Sunday of the month in the
Hospitality Room. (Just ask for directions if you’re unsure
where we arel)......

....... but our Sunday, June 12th meeting coincides with the
church picnic and will be held in the Social Hall after
fellowship and lunch.

The July 10" and August 14™ meetings will be held in the
Hospitality Room from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM, as by then we
will be enjoying the summer hours worship schedule.

June's discussion will be on Cutting for Stone by Abraham
Verghese. Doctors Marion and Shiva Stone, twins, come of
age in Ethiopia. Family will be torn apart until the past
catches up to them in a New York City hospital.

For July we will be reading Little Bee. Chris Cleave writes a
story of grief, globalization and an unlikely friendship
between a 16 year old Nigerian orphan and a well-off British
journalist.

August's book, A Wretched Man, by R.W. Holmen is a
fictional account of the early church as the Apostle Paul
struggles to bring the message of a Jewish Messiah to a
Gentile world. Holmen's take on "Paulos” is compelling and
controversial.

Please join us and add your voice for one or all discussions.
All are welcome!



Altar Guild is once again asking for containers

for flowers -
the cardboard milk containers, juice cans, or plastic containers
from hand wipes or diaper wipes, anything that can be used to
hold the flowers. We are also asking for old wallpaper books or
wallpaper to wrap the containers. If you know of anyone whom
you would like to give flowers to, someone sick or hospitalized
or just a friend, let the members of Altar Guild know so they

can wrap them for you after the service.
Thank You, from the Altar Guild

Sponsor a Red Geranium for Pentecost, June 12"

Name:

# of plants (at $4 each):

Dedication:

(The last day to order is Wednesday, June 8".)

After June 12", the geraniums will be planted around the
church as a visual reminder of the Spirit at work in our world.

If you have time for planting that week, please call the
church office.



FAMILY FUN FESTIVAL

SPONSORED BY ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Can you--
Volunteer to:

Run a game booth, prepare, cook or serve food

Set up and/or clean up - Strength Helpful!
Bring Donations of: school supplies, such as pens, pencils, rulers,
glue sticks, pencil sharpeners, etc. "School” packets will be packed
up to give to the children at the Festival.

Plan to come for an enjoyable evening of food and games

18" ANNUAL FAMILY FUN FESTIVAL
FRIDAY, AUGUST 12™ 5:00 - 8:00 PM

St. John's Lutheran Church
Historical Downtown Easton
(4™ and Ferry Sts.)

In case of rain, we will move inside.

e

NAME

PHONE

What will you do?

Give to any member of the Outreach Committee or bring to the
church office.
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THE GALLERY at ST. JOHN'S
Presents

The Hillcrest Camera Club Photography Exhibit
through June 26

Artists’ Talk: Sunday, June 5 at 12:30 pm

Gallery Hours: Sundays Only
May 1 - June 12: Reqular Hours: noon to 3pm
June 19 and 26: Summer Hours: 11am - 1pm

Coming up in June....

Two changes for your best Pot Luck!

Sunday, June 12 is the last day of Sunday School. It will
be celebrated with a hot dog picnic style potluck in the
grassy places of the church property! Please bring your
salads and other simple accompaniments for this time of
celebration. Hot dogs, rolls and beverages will be provided
by the Membership Committee and they will also have a
cake.

Sunday, June 19" is the beginning of our summer season
with Worship at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, June 26 we will gather in the fellowship hall and
say farewell to Vicar Jason as he moves to the next part of
his journey. Membership will provide the desert on this day
and you are asked to bring a WITHOUT ONIONS/ONION
POWDER salad or main dish to the farewell potluck.
(Without onions, Vicar Jason can sample everything!!)
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St. John’s June Money
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod Benevolence

As you may know, each year we support missions within our
community and send a lump sum check to a variety of
organizations. What you may not know is that we also send money
to the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod (NEPS) each month. For
the 2011 budget year St. John’s committed to send $28,000 in
funding to the synod. The question I receive a lot is, “Where does
all the money go?” Does the bishop just get a really large check?
The simple answer to that is- no.

The money is used for a variety of missions throughout the synod
and the entire Lutheran church. Approximately, 48 cents per dollar
is used for mission support in the NEPS and 52 cents per dollar is
for mission support in the ELCA. If you’re interested in a
breakdown and what those funds are used for, now is your chance
to see exactly where the $28,000 will go with a few examples. (For
a more detailed listing of what is in each category, contact the
church office for a print out.)

Money Used in the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod

$1,722.00- Deepening our relationship with God.
(ExamplesYouth, Christian education, resource center)
$2,522.80 - Renewing our passion for sharing the good news.
(ExamplesParish nurse team, Latino strategy, comjgansynod)
$2,926.00- Strengthening the connections among people and
communities.

(ExamplesE-news, synod assembly, conflict resource team)
$3,158.40- Developing leaders for a new church in the world.
(Examplesieadership workshops, candidacy, mirnjdraining)
$3,110.80- Working in all four goals with the financial support of
our ministry partners. (ExamplesBear Creek Camp, Diakon,
Lutheran Congregational Services, Good Shepard Home)

Total=$13, 440
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Money Used in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

$4,301.02 - Supporting Congregations and Evangelical Outreach
(ExamplesNew congregations, youth and young adult ministry)
$827.01 - Stepping Forward as a Public Church
(ExamplesELCA hunger appeal, disaster relief)

$2,462.00 - Growing Our Global and Ecumenical Companionships
(ExamplesMissionaries around the world, global church support)
$2,243.70- Bringing Forth Leaders

(ExamplesSupport educational network)

$308.67 - Governance Procedures

(ExamplesChurchwide assemblyharch council)

$679.95 - Stewardship and Mission Funding

(ExamplesGrowing financial resources, teaching giving)
$3,737.55 - Coordination and Support

(Examples: Research, planning, evaluation)

Total= $14,560

Thankful for all God has given,

Vicar Jason S. Glombicki
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PROJECT FOOD BANK

The PROJECT FOOD BANK provides supplementary food service
to thousands of hungry people who are experiencing a variety of
emergency situations.

HIGHLIGHTED ITEMS FOR JUNE

CEREAL JUICE
BOXED MEALS (Mac and cheese, Hamburger Helper)

OTHER ITEMS NEEDED: PAPER PRODUCTS (plates, napkins)

Please bring these donations to St. John’s. Your contributions will
be forwarded to the Food Bank, which is open Mondays and
Thursdays. If you would like to volunteer in any way, please call
610-258-4361, ext. 11.

Thank you.  The Outreach Committee

F Safe Harbor isin need of

Paper cups (8 oz. hot and cold)
Heavy duty paper plates (10 to 12 inch)
Plastic Forks
Winde x and all -purpose spray
cleaners
Please put your donations in  the
Safe Harbor Box in the narth ex.
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SERVICES AT ST. JOHN'’S

JUNE 2011
{Our Summer Schedule of Worship at 9:30 am
begins on Sunday, June 19t}

June 5 ASCENSION OF OUR LORD white
10:30 AM. HOLY COMMUNION

June 12 DAY OF PENTECOST red
10:30 A.M. HOLY COMMUNION

June 19 THE HOLY TRINITY white
9:30 A.M. HOLY COMMUNION

June 26 SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST green
9:30 A.M. HOLY COMMUNION

Publication Deadline

The deadline for theluy
Eagleis Friday, June 1%.
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